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Forest History

The Virginia Department of Forestry purchased what
is now the Channels State Forest from The Nature
Conservancy (TNC) in early 2008. TNC had purchased
the property a few years earlier for the purpose of
protecting and conserving this unique and valuable
resource. Within the boundary of the 4,836-acre
property is a 720-acre parcel that is on lease to the
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation as
part of its Natural Heritage Area Program. At the crest
of the mountain, within the Natural Area Preserve,
are the Great Channels of Virginia. This impressive
formation is a 400-million-year-old sandstone
outcropping where water has eroded deep crevices
or “channels” in between massive boulders.

Located on the southern slope of Clinch Mountain,
elevations on the Channels State Forest range
from 1,800 feet to more than 4,200 feet. Ecological
communities and forest types change significantly
with elevation. A diversity of forest types from cove
hardwoods to northern hardwoods are present.
Carolina saxifrage, a rare plant listed by the Virginia
Department of Conservation and Recreation as
imperiled, can be found along moist rock outcroppings
in the forest’s higher elevations.
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Forest Management

Like all of Virginia's state forests, the Channels is
managed for multiple uses. One management goal is
sustainable timber production. Management activities
on the Channels State Forest demonstrate sound
forestry and conservation practices. Wildlife habitat,
recreation and watershed protection are all compatible
with sound timber management strategies.

In the past, through several ownerships, the forest
was subject to unregulated logging resulting in the
diminished quality and productivity of the land. The
Channels State Forest will be managed to continually
restore and improve the forest, encourage natural
biodiversity, protect water quality, provide wildlife
habitat and provide recreational opportunities.

About Your State Forests

The Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) manages
19 State Forests and other state lands, totaling 57,685
acres. Virginia’s State Forests are managed for multiple
uses: water quality, recreation, forest products, wildlife
and scenic beauty. The primary management goals of
individual State Forests may vary, usually depending
on the wishes of the donor of the land.

The State Forests of Virginia are self-supporting and
receive no taxpayer funds for operation. Operating
funds are generated from the sale of forest products.
In addition, up to 25 percent of the revenue received
from the sale of forest products is returned to the
counties in which the forests are located. You can
support educational programs on your State Forests by
donating a portion of your state tax refund to Virginia’s
State Forests Fund.
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MORE INFORMATION

To learn more about what your state forests have to
offer and to get directions to any state forest, visit
www.dof.virginia.gov.

CONTACT INFORMATION

State Forest Main Office:

Phone: (804) 492-4121 ; FAX: (804) 492-9213
751 Oak Hill Road, Cumberland, VA 23040-2511

Virginia
Department of Forestry
Headquarters
900 Natural Resources Drive, Suite 800
Charlottesville, Virginia 22903
www.dof.virginia.gov
Phone: (434) 977-6555
Fax: (434) 296-2369
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